
June Moment of the Month

Official News from Partners for Our Communities 2020

POC celebrated this spring the announcement

that staff member Liza Gutierrez was named

interim trustee for Hanover Park! We are so

proud of her and know that she will serve her

hometown community with the same grace,

humility, and expertise that she has served in

the Palatine community.  

In 2009, Liza wrote the curriculum for the first

women's leadership program called ROLE

(Reaching out Lifting to Excellence). For 12 years

Liza has helped hundreds of women of all

backgrounds realize their potential and reach

their goals. When Liza sees a need in the

community, she responds to it and calls upon

her ROLE volunteers to walk alongside her. In

addition to ROLE, Liza has managed over the

last year the Access to Justice program for

POC. This work allows her to not only assist in

immigration relief, but also look at the whole

picture and ask the important question of what

is the barrier that is not allowing her client to

become a fruitful member of the community.

She then looks for that need and does her best

to fill it.  Congratulations Liza!!!!!!!

Congratulations Trustee Liza Gutierrez

Liza Gutierrez with IL State

Representative Fred Crespo and

Hanover Park Mayor Rodney Craig. 

Liza Gutierrez getting sworn in as a

Hanover Park Trustee as her family

looks on.

 Check out POC's Partnership with
Access to Justice on the next page



POC Secures 2nd Access to Justice Grant

Gave hope to DACA recipients 

Opened doors to those who did not think there were any doors for them

Informed those who struggle with illiteracy on their rights and where to find

help

·Responded as an essential resource during Covid-19 giving weekly

outreach via social media for food, shelter, medical care, financial resources,

and advocacy in housing and immigration resources.   

Connected hundreds of families and many with Covid-19 to food, lawyers, and

worker rights representatives. 

Signed up many families for state aid for medical and food

Created a women's support group for immigrant women 

Reached and supported women in Palatine, Wheeling, Arlington Heights, Round

Lake Beach, Cicero, Lake Zurich, Hanover Park, Hoffman Estates, Streamwood,

Elgin and more.

Access to Justice (A2J) is an Illinois statewide program that mitigates the

devastating consequences of family separation on vulnerable communities by:

expanding effective and holistic community-based legal services, providing

opportunities for local leadership of affected individuals, sharing experience and

best practices between partner organizations to increase capacity, and engaging in

public discourse about the consequences of deportation. The Resurrection Project

Chicago awarded POC this grant to fund a Community Navigator Coordinator (POC

staff member Liza Gutierrez), assistant (POC Staff member Ceci Robles), and

stipends for community members trained as navigators to provide mass education

and connection to legal services and other community resources. 

In January – June 2020, POC trained 30 women as Community Navigators. These

women fought digital illiteracy, lack of Internet connections, lack of space and more

to bring education to their communities. POC and the A2J network:

POC looks forward to the next 12 months with Access to Justice!

Partnering with The Resurrection Project Chicago

To learn more about POC's community

and how you can help children and

families, go to www.poc.news.
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